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A large number of works of non-fiction and an even larger 
number of periodicals are published annually, each containing dis¬ 
cussions of topics encompassing various aspects of human endeavor. 
This is verified by sales records and circulation figures com¬ 
piled per annum and publicized in trade journals and indexes. 
Of the many works of non-fiction published yearly, some 
far out-sell others and have been given the name "best sellers". 
Annual best seller lists, under the headings of fiction and non¬ 
fiction, have been compiled by Publishers' Weekly since 1912.^ 
Alice P. Hackett in Fifty Years of Best Sellers, 1895-191:5 states 
that: 
Because non-fiction did not sell in great quantity in 
those days, the two classifications were dropped for the 
next three years in favor of fiction alone. But the sale 
of non-fiction on timely topics increased in 1917 because 
of our entry into World War Ij hence, there were three 
classifications in 1917 and 1918: fiction, general non¬ 
fiction, and war books. The fiction and non-fiction 
headings have continued in general use since 1919. 
The annual list includes only the ten non-fiction titles 
with the highest sales records, and the sales figures have continued 
■^Alice P. Hackett, Fifty Years of Best Sellers, 1895- 




to increase to the extent that in recent years the top non¬ 
fiction titles on the Publishers' Weekly lists out-sell the 
top fiction titles by almost two to one.^ In 1955 the total 
non-fiction sales reached 2,168,701, while fiction sales totaled 
1,102,761# Although certain types of non-fiction such as the 
Bible and reference books recur from year to year, titles per¬ 
taining to specific subjects also appear on the list; it is only 
since 1952 that novelty and standard reference books have been 
excluded after being best sellers for more than three consecutive 
years.^ However, lists from the previous years do give an indi¬ 
cation of what the reading public has purchased in the greatest 
number and so could be an indication of its reading interests# 
It has been contended by some that readers' choices of 
best-selling titles are not self-initiated because choices may be 
influenced by book club selections and special efforts of pub¬ 
lishers including the publication of paperbound and inexpensive 
editions; however, the primary interest of this study is in the 
works of non-fiction which the public chose to buy rather than in 
the motivation which determined the choice. Bookstore sales support 
the fact that fiction and non-fiction titles which appear on the 
best-seller lists actually are sold and presumably read, 
l"Best Sellers of 1955 in the Bookstores,*' Publishers' 
Weekly, CLXIX (January 21, 1956), 212# 
2Ibid. 
3 
"Best Sellers of 1952 According to Bookstore Sales," 
Ibid., CLXIII (January 2k, 1953), 230. 
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It is also evident from circulation statistics reported 
in Ayer's Directory of Newspapers and Periodicals^- that periodi¬ 
cal publications reach a large proportion of the reading public. 
Since both periodical articles and works of non-fiction are 
■written on specific subjects, there may be a degree of compara¬ 
bility between the subjects treated in each. Therefore, a study 
of the subjects treated in these two types of publications would 
seem to be of importance in determining the trend of interest in 
specific topics for a designated period. 
Purpose and Scope 
It is the purpose of this study to compare the subjects 
treated in the annual top ten non-fiction best sellers with the 
treatment of these same subjects in periodicals published during 
the period 1951 to 1955 inclusive. In order to indicate the trend 
in popularity of the topics, emphasis was placed upon the number 
of times each topic was treated. The study then attempts to indi¬ 
cate the popularity of certain topics in materials published for 
that segment of the American population with the ability to read. 
The Readers* Guide to Periodical Literature^ was the source used 
to locate periodical articles and as Hornell Hart stated in Recent 
•*-N. W. Ayer and Son, Directory of Newspapers and Periodi¬ 
cals, 1956 (Philadelphia: Ayer and Son, Inc., 1956). 
^Readers* Guide to Periodical Literature, XVII-XX (May, 
19li9-March, 195l to March, 1955-February, 1957). 
h 
Social Trends in the United States: 
Periodicals indexed in the Readers' Guide come largely 
from the groups appealing to the better educated sections 
of the population and to that extent can hardly be re¬ 
garded as reflecting the mind of America as a whole.1 
Therefore, the indication of interest in particular topics is 
limited to only a portion of the American public. 
Methodology 
In the analysis of subjects treated in the books of non¬ 
fiction and articles appearing in periodicals the following pro¬ 
cedures were employed: 
(1) Books of non-fiction with the highest sales records 
were secured from the annual list of best sellers 
given in the Publishers' Weekly for January 19, 
1952, January 2U, 1953, January 23, 195U, January 22, 
1955, and January 21, 1956. 
(2) The subjects dealt with in the best selling non¬ 
fiction titles for the years 1951 through 1955 '«ere 
determined either from reviews or from an examina¬ 
tion of the books themselves. The Book Review Digest2 
was consulted in order to locate sources of reviews. 
Sources of reviews were found for 28 of the works. 
(3) Each subject was tabulated according to the number 
of times it was treated and the number of works of 
■^■Hornell Hart, "Changing Social Attitudes and Interests," 
Recent Social Trends in the United States, ed. President's Research 
Committee on Social Trends (New York: McGraw-Hill Book Co., 1933), 
p. 386. 
2Book Review Digest, 1906, eds. M. M. James and D. Brown 
(New York: k.W. Wilson Co., 1906*1 
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non-fiction in which it occurred. The 38 works 
of non-fiction included in the study were categorized 
under 22 subjects. 
CU) A tabulation was made of the number of times each of 
the subjects treated in works of non-fiction was 
treated in periodical publications. The list of non¬ 
fiction subjects was compared with topics treated in 
the Readers1 Guide to Periodical Literature^ which 
indexes annually, under each entry, articles appearing 
in some Ilk widely circulated periodicals. Cross 
references were not counted because many of the arti¬ 
cles found under the immediate subject were repeated 
under the cross references. 
(5) A comparison was made of the subjects by ranking them 
in numerical order according to the frequency of treat¬ 
ment in periodical articles and the sales figures for 
the works of non-fiction treating the same subjects. 
Non-Fiction Best Sellers, 1951-55 
The ten works of non-fiction which had the highest sales 
record in 1951 were: 
Look Younger, Live Longer by Gaylord Hauser (Farrar, 1950) 
Betty Crocker* s Hcture~~Sook Book (Simon and Schuster, 1950) 
Washington Confidential by Jack Lait and Lee Mortimer (Crown, 
Ï95Ï) 
Better Homes and Gardens Garden Book (Meredith, 1951) 
^Readers' Guide, op. cit. 
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Better Homes and Gardens Handyman’s Book (Meredith, 1951) 
Your Income Tax 1952 by J. K. Lasser (Simon and Schuster, 
195!) 
The Sea Around Us by Rachel L. Carson (Oxford University 
Press, 195l) 
Thorndike-Bernhart Dictionary edited by C. L. Bernhart 
(Doubleday, 1951) 
Pogo by Walter Kelly (Simon and Schuster, 1951) 
Kon-Tiki by Thor Heyerdahl (Rand MacNally, 1950)^- 
In 1952 Carson's Ihe Sea Around Us moved to fourth place 
while the other nine titles were new additions. Comprising the 
list were: 
The Holy Bible: Revised Standard Version (Nelson, 1952) 
A Man Called Peter by Catherine Marshall (McGraw-Hill, 195l) 
U. S. A. Confidential by Jack Lait and Lee Mortimer (Crown, 
1952) 
The Sea Around Us by Rachel L. Carson (Oxford University 
 Press, 1951) 
Tallulah by Tallulah Bankhead (Harper, 1952) 
The Power of Positive Thinking by N. V. Peale (Prentice- 
Hall, 1952) 
This I Believe edited by E. P. Morgan (Simon and Schuster, 
19521 
This is Ike by Wilson Hicks (Holt, 1952) 
Witness by Whittaker Chambers (Random, 1952) 
Mr. President by Harry Truman (Farrar, 1952)^ 
The Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible again led 
the list in 1953, Peale's The Power of Positive Thinking was second, 
This I Believe edited by E. P. Morgan, sixth, and A Man Called Peter 
by Catherine Marshall moved down to ninth place. The list along 
with the six new titles reads: 
The Holy Bible: Revised Standard Version (Nelson, 1952) 
The Power of Positive Thinking by N. V. Peale (Prentice- 
Hall, 1952) 
Sexual Behavior in the Human Female by A. C. Kinsey and 
Others (Saunders, 1953) 
l"Best Sellers of 1951 According to Bookstore Sales,” 
Publishers' Weekly, CLXI (January 19, 1952), 211. 
^Publishers' Weekly, CLXIII, op. cit., p. 278. 
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Angel Unaware by Dale Rogers (Reveil, 1953) 
Life is Worth Living by Fulton J. Sheen (McGraw-Hill, 
1953) 
This I Believe edited by E. P. Morgan (Simon and Schuster, 
1952) 
The Greatest Faith Ever Known by Fulton Oursler and April 
Armstrong (Doubleday, 1953) 
How to Play Your Best Golf by Tommy Armour (Simon and 
Schuster, 1953) 
A Man Called Peter by Catherine Marshall (McGraw-Hill, 1951) 
A House is Not aHome by Polly Adler (Rinehart, 1953)^ 
In 195U the first two titles on the 1953 list still remained 
the two most popular works according to sales records. These plus 
eight additional titles form the following list; 
The Holy Bible: Revised Standard Version (Nelson, 1952) 
The Power of Positive Thinking by N. V.Peale (Prentice- 
Hall, 1952) 
Better Homes and Gardens New Cook Book (Meredith, 1953) 
Betty Crocker's Good and Easy Cook Book (Simon and 
Schuster, 19$h) 
The Thmult and the Shouting by Grantland Rice (Barnes, 195U) 
1*11 Cry~tomorrow by Lillian Roth (Fell, 195U) 
The Prayers of Peter Marshall by Catherine Marshall (McGraw- 
Hill, 195Î) 
This I Believe, V. 2 edited by Raymon Swing (Simon and 
Schuster, 195Ü) 
But We Were Born Free by Elmer Davis (Bobbs-Merrill, 195U) 
The Saturday Evening Post Treasury edited by Roger Butler 
(Simon and Schuster, 195h)2 
Pealè's The Power of Positive Thinking was still in second 
place in 1955 and A Man Called Peter by Catherine Marshall, in the 
$1.98 movie edition, appeared as a best seller in fourth place. 
For 1955 the leading non-fiction titles were: 
Gift From the Sea by Anne Lindbergh (Pantheon, 1955) 
The Power of Positive Thinking by N. V. Peale (Prentice- 
Hall, 1952) 
l"Best Sellers of 1953 in the Bookstores," Ibid., CLXV 
(January 23, 195U), 300. 
2"Best Sellers of 195h in the Bookstores," Ibid., CLVII 
(January 22, 1955), 318. 
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The Family of Man by Edward Steichen (Simon and Schuster, 
A Man Called Peter by Catherine Marshall (McGraw-Hill, 1951) 
How to Live 365 Days a Year by J. A. Schindler (Prentice- 
Hall, 1955) 
Better Homes and Gardens Diet Book (Meredith, 1955) 
The Secret of Happiness by W. F. Graham (Doubleday, 1955) 
Why Johnny Can*t Read by Rudolph Flesch (Harper, 1955) 
Inside Africa by John Gunther (Harper, 1955) 
Year of Decisions by Harry Truman (Doubleday, 1955)^- 
Ihere was a total of Ul separate titles for the five-year 
period and 38 of these were included in the tabulation. Because 
of the distinctive nature of their content The Saturday Evening 
Post Treasury (195U) which is a collection of articles, stories, 
and designs from the Saturday Evening Post magazine and the 
Thorndike-Bernhart Dictionary (1951) were excluded. The Holy Bible, 
an all-time best seller, was also excluded which is in a category 
by itselfj over three million copies of the Revised Standard Version 
were sold from 1952 to 195k. The 38 titles included are: Angel 
Unaware by Dale Rogers, Better Homes and Gardens Diet Book. Better 
Homes and Gardens Garden Book. Better Homes and Gardens Handyman's 
Book, Better Homes and Gardens New Cook Book, Betty Crocker's Good 
and Easy Cook Book. Betty Crocker's Picture Cook Book, But We Were 
Born Free by Elmer Davis, The Family of Man by Edward Steichen, 
Gift From the Sea by Anne Lindbergh, The Greatest Faith Ever Known 
by Fulton Oursler and April Armstrong, A House is Not a Home by 
Pblly Adler, How to Live 365 Days a Year by J. A. Schindler, How 
to Play Your Best Golf by Tommy Armour, I'll Cry Tomorrow by 
Lillian Roth, Inside Africa by John Gunther, Kon-Tiki by Thar 
Heyerdahl, Life is Worth Living by Fulton J. Sheen, Look Younger, 
^•Publishers' Weekly, CLXIX, op, cit., p. 210. 
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Live Longer by Gaylord Hauser, A Man Called Peter by Catherine 
Marshall, Mr. President by Harry Truman, Pogo by Walter Kelly, 
The Power of Positive Thinking by N. V. Peale, The Prayers of 
Peter Marshall by Catherine Marshall, The Sea Around Us by Rachel 
L. Carson, The Secret of Happiness by W. F. Graham, Sexual Behavior 
in the Human Female by A. C. Kinsey and Others, Tallulah by Tallulah 
Bankhead, This I Believe edited by E. P. Morgan, This I Believe, 
v.2, edited by Raymond Swing, This is Ike by Wilson Hicks, The 
Thmult and the Shouting by Grantland Rice, U. S, A. Confidential 
by Jack Lait and Lee Mortimer, Washington Confidential by Jack 
Lait and Lee Mortimer, Why Johnny Can't Read by Rudolph Flesch, 
Witness by Whittaker Chambers, Year of Decisions by Harry Truman, 
and Your Income Tax 19$2 by J. K. Lasser. In the following chapter 
the 38 titles are catagorized by subject, and the subjects treated 
in the books are compared with entries found for the same subjects 
in the Readers' Guide to Periodical Literature. 
CHAPTER II 
A COMPARISON OF SUBJECTS TREATED IN NON-FICTION 
BEST SELLERS AND SUBJECTS TREATED IN 
PERIODICALS, 1951 THROUGH 1955 
The comparison of subjects treated in non-fiction best 
sellers and periodical articles from 1951 through 1955 was made 
in terms of the numerical rank of the subjects. Subjects were 
assigned to each of the 38 non-fiction titles which appeared on 
the best seller lists during the period 1951 through 1955* Sources 
of reviews for 28 of the works were found in the Book Review Digest. 
These were Look Younger, Live Longer (1950) by Gaylord Hauser,^ 
Kon-üki (1950) by Thor Heyerdahl,^ Washington Confidential (1951) 
by Jack Lait and Lee Mortimer,3 The Sea Around Us (1951) by Rachel L. 
Carson,^ A Man Called Peter (1951) by Catherine Marshall,5 
^•Book Review Digest, 1950, eds. M. M. James and D. Brown 
(New York*. H. W. Wilson Co., 1951), Ullw 
2Ibid., p. U30. 
•^Book Review Digest, 1951, eds. M. M. James and D. Brown 
(New York: H. W. Wilson Co., 1952), U97. 
^Ibid., p. 155. 
^Ibid., p. 583. 
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Tallulah (1952) by Tallulah Bankhead,1 The Power of Positive 
Thinking (1952) by N. V. Peale,2 This is Ike (1952) edited by 
Wilson Hicks,^ Witness (1952) by Whittaker Chambers,^ Mr. 
President (1952) by Harry Truman,^ Seaaal Behavior in the Human 
Female (1953) by A. G. Kinsey and others,^ Ihis I Believe (1952) 
edited by E. P. Morgan,? Angel Unaware by Dale Rogers,® Life is 
Worth Living (1953) by Fulton J. Sheen,9 The Greatest Faith Ever 
Known (1953) by Fulton Oursler and April Armstrong,10 A House is 
Not a Home (1953) by Polly Adler,11 The Tumult and the Shouting 
(195k) by Grantland Rice,12 I'll Cry Tomorrow (195k) by Lillian 
1Book Review Digest, 
(New Yorkï H. W. Wilson Co., 
2Ibid., p. 701. 
3Ibid., p. k28. 
^Ibid., p. 16k. 
5lbid., p. 89k. 
6Book Review Digest, 
(New York: H. W. Wilson Co., 
^Ibid., p. 665. 
8Ibid., p. 799. 
9Ibid., p. 853. 
10lb±<i., p. 71k. 
^Ibid., p. k. 
1952, eds. M. M. James and D. Brown 
1953), kl. 
1953, eds. M. M. James and D. Brown 
195k), 513. 
(New 
1^Book Review Digest, 195k. eds. M. M. James and D. 
York: H. W. Wilson Co., 1955), 7k0. 
Brown 
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Roth,^ The Prayers of Peter Marshall (195U) by Catherine 
Marshall, ^ This I Believe, volume two, (195k) edited by 
Raymond Swing,® But We were Born Free (195U) by Elmer Davis,^ 
Gift From the Sea (1955) by Anne Lindbergh,^ The Family of Man 
(1955) by Edward Steichen,^ How to Live 365 Days a fear (1955) 
by J. A. Schindler,7 The Secret of Happiness (1955) by W. F. 
Graham,® Why Johnny Can't Read (1955) by Rudolph Flesch,? 
Inside Africa (1955) by John Gunther,^-0 and Year of Decisions 
(1955) by Harry Truman.^ 
The reviews were used in determining the subjects to 
which the books were assigned. A brief description based upon 
1Ibid., p. 763. 
2Ibid., p. 595. 
3Ibid., p. 6U5* 
%bid., p. 229. 
^Book Review Digest, 1955* eds. M. M. James and D. Brown 
(New York: H. W. Wilson Co., 1956), 556. 
%bid., p. 671. 
7Ibid., p. 803. 
®Ibid., p. 362. 
9Ibid., p. 305. 
10Ibid., p. 378. 
1]-Ibid., p. 916. 
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reviews of the contents of each of the 28 works of non-fiction 
is included in this chapter. It was unnecessary to consult 
sources in classifying eight of the works which included three 
cookbooks, one diet book, one handyman's book, one garden book, 
and one golfers' handbook. Subjects for the remaining three 
titles (Lasser's Your Income Tax 19$2 (l9ï>l), Kelly's Pogo (19^2), 
and Lait and Mortimer's U. S. A. Confidential (19!?2) were determined 
from reviews appearing in periodicals published during the years 
in which the works were popular. 
A total of 22 subjects was found to be treated in the 38 
non-fiction best sellers included in the study. The numerical 
distribution of the titles by subject is as follows; 





Cookery and Dieting U 
Description and Travel-Africa 1 
Do-It-Yourself 1 
Eisenhower, Dwight D. 1 
Expeditions 1 
Gardening 1 
In the above tabulation 17 of the subjects were treated in 






Politics and Government 
Prostitution 
Reading 

















the subjects was treated in three works, two subjects in four 
works each, and one subject in eight works. 
In order to determine how frequently the foregoing 22 
subjects treated in non-fiction best sellers were treated in 
periodicals, each subject was compared with similar entries in 
the Readers1 Guide to Periodical Literature for the period 1951 
through 1955. The entries chosen to be used in this study are 
the ones which were found to most nearly approximate the subjects 
treated in non-fiction best sellers. The majority of the Readers1 
Guide to Periodical Literature topics were found to be almost synony¬ 
mous with the subjects in the non-fiction books. Only two of the 
topics were different from the non-fiction subjects. These were 
the subjects "Humor" which seemed more related to articles appear¬ 
ing under the topic "Caricatures and cartoons" and "Self-Improve¬ 
ment" which seemed closer in meaning to articles appearing under 
the topic "Personality". 
The non-fiction subjects and the comparative Readers1 
Guide to Periodical Literature entries are as follows: 





Cookery and Dieting . . . . . 
Description and Travel-Africa 
Do-It-Yourself  





Income Tax  






Africa-Description and Travel 
Repairing 




Caricatures and Cartoons 
Income Tax-United States 
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Oceanography  
Photographs . . ... 
Politics and Government 
Prostitution  
Reading  
Religion and Philosophy 
Self-Improvement ... 




United States-Politics and 
Government 
Prostitution 






A tabulation "was made of the articles listed under each 
of the above topics in the Readers1 Guide to Periodical Literature. 
To secure an accurate count, cross references were not included 
because many of the articles found under the immediate subject 
reappeared under the cross references. Sub-topics also were not 
included for many led into other areas of the subject. Only the 
articles appearing directly under each subject were counted with 
the following exceptions; (l) Undated articles were not counted 
since the interest of the study concerns the year of appearance 
as well as the number of articles; (2) the same article appearing 
in more than one publication was counted only once, and (3) replies 
to articles and reviews of books were counted separately. The 
results of this tabulation which appear in Table 1 below, reveal 
that there was a total of l4,U08 articles. 
The findings in Table 1 and the sales figures found for 
works of non-fiction were used to rank the subjects numerically. 
Numerical Order of Subjects According to Sales 
Figures and Frequency of Treatment 
The fact that works of non-fiction included in the study 
out-sold all other non-fiction titles is a probable indication of 
16 
TABLE 1 
NUMERICAL FREQUENCY OF SUBJECTS TREATED IN PERIODICAL 





1951 1952 1953 19 5U 1955 
centage 
Actors and 
Actresses 7 lii 15 26 32 91* 2.1 
Africa-Description 
and Travel 2 1 6 5 8 22 .5 
Alcoholism 18 16 19 ll* Ik 81 1.8 
Caricatures and 
Cartoons 27 61* 76 65 67 299 6.7 
Clergy 8 5 26 19 13 71 1.6 
Communism 30 1*3 53 1*9 1*8 223 5.0 
Cookery 91 76 121 128 121 537 12.0 
Diet 16 17 55 50 1*0 178 1*.0 
Eisenhower, Dwight D. 92 383 307 277 301* 1363 30.6 
Gardening 13 17 la 32 32 135 3.0 
Golf 22 22 36 31 30 lUl 3.2 
Income tax- 
United States 32 2k UU 1*9 1*9 198 l*.l* 
Ocean 13 5 6 l* 10 38 .8 
Personality l* 5 15 1* 10 38 .8 
Philosophy 2 3 • • * 1 2 8 .2 
Photography 2 h 3 1* 3 16 .1* 
Prostitution 6 5 7 3 8 29 .7 
Reading-Study and 
Teaching 12 20 8 10 29 79 1.8 
Religion 5 7 7 11 15 1*5 1.0 
Repairing 10 13 13 22 12 70 1.6 
Scientific Expeditions 3 6 12 7 2 30 .7 
Sex Behavior 1 1 31* 6 • • • 1*2 .9 
Sports 2 k 6 6 2 20 .5 
United States- 
Politics and 
Government 1*9 U*3 191* 183 132 701 15.7 
Grand Total U67 898 llOlt 1006 983 1*1*58 100.0 
the popularity of the subjects treated. Although other factors 
can contribute to the interest of the reading population in a 
work of non-fiction, such as the popular appeal of the author or 
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personality involved, the quality, literary style and publicity 
given the work, and those mentioned in Chapter I, the subject 
remains an important and perhaps influencing element of a work 
of non-fiction which attains popularity. The sales records of 
the works of non-fiction under each subject were used to rank the 
subjects in order of popularity. The Publishers' Weekly was used 
as the source of sales records and no figures were given for Tallulah 
(19^2) by Tallulah Bankhead, But We Were Born Free (195U) by Elmer 
Davis, Why Johnny Can't Read (1955) by Rudolph Flesch, and Inside 
Africa (1955) by John Gunther. Therefore, the subjects "Actresses", 
"Communism", "Reading", and "Description and Travel-Africa" were 
not included in the comparison of non-fiction subjects with Readers' 
Guide to Periodical Literature topics according to numerical order. 
Based upon the sale of copies of non-fiction best sellers 
the 18 remaining subjects were ranked in the numerical order shown 
in Table 2. 
Sales figures for the individual titles classified under 
each subject appear in the Appendix. 
The numerical order of the subjects treated in periodical 
articles, exclusive of the subjects "Actors and Actresses", 
"Communism", "Reading-Study and Teaching", and "Africa-Description 
and Travel", is given in Table 3. 
According to the numerical ranks presented in Tables 2 
and 3, the most popular non-fiction subject was "Self-Improvement" 
and the most popular periodical subject was "Dwight D. Eisenhower". 
The only non-fiction subject with the same rank as the corres¬ 
ponding Readers' Guide to Periodical Literature topic was "Do-It 
18 
TABLE 2 




Self-Improvement 1,873,101 1 
Religion and Philosophy 1,1*3$, 21*0 2 
Cookery and Dieting 1,012,989 3 
Politics and Government $U3,1$8 1* 
Photographs 361*, 000 $ 
Clergymen 33$,000 6 
Sexual Behavior 27$,000 7 
Oceanography 273,000 8 
Gardening 221,213 9 
Do-It-lourself 206,989 10 
Income Tax 191*, 000 11 
Humor ll*$,731 12 
Expeditions 11*0,1*61 13 
Sports 133,1*98 11* 
Alcoholism 11$,000 1$ 
Golf 90,000 16 
Eisenhower, Dwight D. 90,000 16 
Prostitution 86,000 17 
TABLE 3 
NUMERICAL RANK OF SUBJECTS TREATED IN PERIODICALS 
Subject 
Frequency of 
Trea tment Rank 
Eisenhower, Dwight D. 1363 1 
Cookery and Diet 
United States-Politics and 
71$ 2 
Government 701 3 
Caricatures and Cartoons 299 1* 
Income Tax 198 $ 
Golf Ha 6 
Gardening 13$ 7 
Alcoholism 81 8 
Clergy 71 9 
Repairing 70 10 
Religion and Philosophy $3 11 
Sex Behavior 1*2 12 
Personality 38 13 
Ocean 38 13 
Scientific Expeditions 30 11* 
Prostitution 29 1$ 
Sports 20 16 
Photography 16 17 
19 
Yourself” which ranked tenth along with "Repairing". It seems 
that the interests of the reading public in subjects treated in 
works of non-fiction and periodical articles differ widely in 
most instances. It is interesting to note that "Religion and 
Philosophy" ranking number two in best seller subjects, ranked 
eleventh in periodical articles. It may be assumed that each of 
the two types of reading material serves a different need of the 
readers in regard to the subjects treated in them. In the next 
section each subject will be dealt with individually. 
Treatment of Subjects by Title and 
Number of Periodical Articles 
In this section the titles of the works of non-fiction 
appearing under each subject is given. A brief description is 
given of the contents of the 28 works for which reviews were con¬ 
sulted in determining the subjects treated in them. The descrip¬ 
tions propose to support the classification of the titles under 
the assigned subjects, which were chosen according to the apparent 
central theme of the works. Critical opinions were excluded. The 
number of times each subject was treated in periodical articles 
indexed in the Readers1 Guide to Periodical Literature during the 
five-year period is also given; the tabulation appears previously 
in Table 1. The rank will be included for subjects under which 
figures were given for the works of non-fiction. 
Actresses 
Tallulah: My Autobiography (1952) by Tallulah Bankhead was 
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the one work of non-fiction classified under this subject. It 
is the story of the eventful life of the famous theatrical 
actress disclosing her disappointments as well as her triumphs.^ 
No sales figures were given for this work, therefore, the numeri¬ 
cal rank of the subject could not be determined. The corresponding 
subject treated in periodical articles, "Actors and Actresses", 
appeared in a total of 9Ü articles. 
Alcoholism 
Stage and movie actress Lillian Roth in 1*11 Cry Tomorrow 
(195U) tells of her 16-year struggle with alcoholism, the degra¬ 
dation it caused and the efforts she made to overcome it. After 
O 
a successful recovery she later became a television performer. 
The subject was number lU in rank among the booksj it was treated 
in 22 periodical articles and was seventh in numerical order. 
Clergymen 
A Man Called Peter (l9E>l) by Catherine Marshall is the 
life story of Peter Marshall, a Presbyterian minister. Originally 
a machinist in Glasgow, Scotland, he came to the United States 
dedicated to becoming a member of the clergy. He succeeded in 
becoming a minister, was pastor of a large church in New York and 
later chaplain of the Senate.3 "Clergymen" ranked fifth in non- 
iReview of Tallulah: My Autobiography by Tallulah 
Bankhead, New York Times Book Review, September 28, 19^2, p. 6. 
^Review of I'll Cry Tomorrow by Lillian Roth, New York 
Times Book Review, July 11, 195h, p. 17. 
%eview of A Man Called Peter by Catherine Marshall, New 
York Times Book Review, Ôctober 7, 1951, p. 30. 
21 
fiction sales, while "Clergy” ranked ninth in treatment in 
periodical articles where it appeared a -total of 71 times. 
Communism 
In Witness (1952) Whittaker Chambers gives an account of 
his life with emphasis on his connection with Communism and his 
part in the Hiss-Chambers trial,^ The other work treating 
Communism is Elmer Davis' But We Were Born Free (195U). In it 
the noted news commentator champions his belief in freedom and 
liberty. He regards Communism as a way of life and attacks 
McCarthy, McCarron and others who interfere with it as a free 
p 
way of life. However, he is not a communist himself. The 
subject's rank could not be determined because no figures were 
given for the latter work. "Communism" was treated in 223 
periodical articles. 
Cookery and Dieting 
Better Homes and Gardens New Cook Book (195U), Betty 
Crocker's Picture Cook Book (l95l), and Betty Crocker's Good and 
Easy Cook Book (195U) treat the subject cooking, and Better Homes 
and Gardens Diet Book (1955), like the cookbooks, is obviously 
about dieting. The subject was third in numerical order in non¬ 
fiction sales. "Cookery" and "Diet" combined were treated in 715 
periodical articles and ranked second. 
^Review of Witness by Whittaker Chambers, New York Times 
Book Review, May 25, 1952, p. 1. 
%eview of But We Were Born Free by Elmer Davis, New York 
Times Book Review, February 1U, 195h, p. 6. 
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Description and Travel-Africa 
John Gunther in Inside Africa (1955) treats the present 
conditions in Africa in relation to its past history. His ■work 
is based upon his personal investigations and observations while 
in that country.^ It is another of the works for which sales 
figures were unavailable, and therefore could not be ranked. The 
subject "Africa-Description and Travel" appeared in 22 periodical 
articles, and was treated most often during the year the work was 
a best seller. Specific articles had titles referring to Gunther's 
Inside Africa. 
Do-I t- Your self 
Better Homes and Gardens Handyman's Book (1950, another 
of the works referred to at the beginning of the study for which 
it was unnecessary to consult reviews, was assigned this subject. 
It ranked tenth in non-fiction sales and the comparable Readers1 
Guide to Periodical Literature entry, "Repairing", ranked tenth 
also. It was treated in a total of 70 periodical articles. 
Eisenhower, Dwight D. 
Wilson Hicks, former Life editor, has edited This is Ike: 
the Picture Story of the Man (1952). It is the life story of 
Dwight D. Eisenhower told with 250 photographs including his life 
^•Review of Inside Africa by John Gunther, New York Times 
Book Review, October 2, 1955» p. 1. 
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before he achieved fame, The text is by Soule GardnerThe 
subject ranked number 16 according to non-fiction sales, but 
it was treated in 1363 periodical articles and ranked number one. 
There was a tremendous increase in articles by and about Mr, 
Eisenhower after 1951 when he became President of the United 
States. 
Expeditions 
Kon-Tiki: Eacpedition by Raft Across the South Seas (1950) by 
Thor Heyerdahl tells of an expedition undertaken by six young men 
to prove that Polynesia could have been discovered by natives from 
Peru traveling on a raft. The voyage, made on a balsa raft from 
Peru ii300 miles across the sea to a small island east of Tahiti, 
took 101 days. According to non-fiction sales the subject was 
thirteenth in numerical order. "Scientific Expeditions", the 
corresponding periodical subject, was treated in 30 articles and 
was fourteenth. 
Gardening 
Better Homes and Gardens Garden Book (l95l) was assigned 
the subject "Gardening". It was number nine in non-fiction sales 
rank, and was treated in 135 periodical articles which made it 
rank seventh. 
^Review of This is Ike: the Picture Story of the Man, 
edited by Wilson Hicks, Saturday Review, XXXV (September 20, 
1952), 31. 
2Review of Kon-Tiki: Expedition by Raft Across the South 
Seas by Thor Heyerdahl, New York Times Book Review, September 3, 
1950; p. l. 
2h 
Golf 
How to Play Your Best Golf (1953) by Tommy Armour was 
classified under the subject "Golf". In non-fiction sales it 
ranked sixteenth along with "Eisenhower, Dwight D." with a total 
sale of 90,000 copies. It was treated in lUl periodical articles 
and was sixth in numerical order* 
Humor 
Pogo (1951) by cartoonist Walter Kelly is about his comic 
strip character, Pogo, and his scores of friends who inhabit 
Georgia's Okefenokee Swamp. It is one of several cartoon books 
by Kelly.^ The subject was twelfth in non-fiction sales, and the 
comparable subject, "Caricatures and Cartoons", was treated in 299 
periodical articles and ranked fourth. 
Income Tax 
J. K. Lasser in Your Income Tax 1952 (1951) gives prac¬ 
tical advice concerning the filing of income tax forms. The 
book's author is a highly reputable tax and accounting specialist 
in the book and magazine publishing field with the J. K. Lasser 
and Company firm.^ In non-fiction sales "Income Tax" was eleventh 
in numerical order, was treated in 198 periodical articles and was 
fifth in rank. 
^■"Our Archives of Culture: Enter the Comics and Pogo," 
Newsweek, XLIII (June 21, 19510* 6$. 
^Robert Sheehan, "J. K. Lasser-He Likes Taxes," Fortune, 
XLV (March, 1952), 106-7. 
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Oceanography 
The Sea Around Us (1951) by Rachel L, Carson concerns the 
processes that formed the earth, the moon, and particularly the 
oceans*'1' The subject ranked eighth in non-fiction sales, while 
the comparable subject, "Ocean", was dealt with in 38 periodical 
articles and ranked thirteenth along with the subject "Personality" 
which was also treated in 38 periodical articles. 
Pho tographs 
Ihe Family of Man: the Photographic Exhibition Created by 
Edward Steichen for the Museum of Modern Art in New York (1955) 
contains 513 photographs from 68 countries. The photographs 
show man in relation to his environment.^ it was fifth in non¬ 
fiction sales, was treated in 16 periodical articles, and ranked 
seventeenth. 
Politics and Government 
In Washington Confidential (1951) Jack Lait and Lee 
Mortimer reveal the alleged crime, vice, sin, graft, and lobbying 
engaged in by government officials and employees. Jack Lait is 
managing editor of Hearst's New York Daily Mjrror, and Lee Mortimer 
is a gossip columnist with the same paper.3 A total of 227,131 
copies of it were sold in 1951* 
%eview of The Sea Around Us by Rachel L. Carson, New York 
Times Book Review, June 1, 195l, p. 1* 
^Review of The Family of Man by Edward Steichen, Christian 
Science Monitor, June 23, 1955, p. V. 
^Review of Washington Confidential by Jack Lait and Lee 
Mortimer, Saturday fceview, XXXIV (April 7, 195l), 17. 
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U» S. A. Confidential (1952) by Jack Lait and Lee Mortimer 
is a -work of the same type as Washington Confidential, The authors 
report that "in every city gangsters and traitors flourish abetted 
by every liberal Democrat and Republican, labor leader, and college 
professor*"1 In the year 1952, 163,961 copies of it Here sold* 
Mr* President (1952) by Harry Truman contains personal 
diaries, private letters, papers, and revealing interviens of 
2 
Truman while president. Its total sales record was 77,2i*6 
copies* 
Year of Decisions (1955)» volume two of Harry Truman’s 
Memoirs! gives a picture of him while in office, and attempts to 
explain why he made certain decisions.3 A total of 7b,820 copies 
of it were sold. 
The above works classified under the subject "Politics 
and Government" amassed a total sales record of 5U3,l58 which 
made the non-fiction subject rank fourth. The Readers' Guide 
to Periodical Literature entry, "United States-Politics and 
Government" was treated in 701 articles and ranked third. 
Prostitution 
A House is Mot a Home (1953) is the life story of the 
author, Polly Adler, who ran a famous brothel in New York for 
Review of U, S. A. Confidential by Jack Lait and Lee 
Mortimer, New Republic, CXXVI (April 2b, 1952), 15-16. 
^Review of Mr. President by Harry Truman, New York Times 
Book Review, March £3, 1952, p. 1. 
Review of Year of Decisions by Harry Truman, New York 
Times Book Review, November 6,' 1955, p. 1. 
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25 years during the twenties and thirties. The subject 
ranked seventeenth according to non-fiction sales, and was 
treated in 29 periodical articles which made it fifteenth in 
numerical order. 
Reading 
In Why Johnny Can't Read (1955) Rudolph Flesch, expresses 
his views on the teaching of reading in the United States. The 
book is a criticism of the present methods used in the teaching 
p 
of reading in the American education system.'1 No sales figures 
were given for the work, therefore it could not be ranked in 
numerical order, but the corresponding Readers' Guide to Perio¬ 
dical Literature entry, "Reading-Study and Teaching", was treated 
in a total of 79 periodical articles. 
Religion and Philosophy 
The subject "Religion and Philosophy" was treated in 
eight works which together sold 1,1*35*21*0 copies and gave the 
subject a rank of second. "Religion" and "Philosophy" combined 
was treated in 53 periodical articles and ranked eleventh. The 
works of non-fiction which treated the subject were: 
Dale Rogers' Angel Unaware (1953) which tells how she 
received strength from the sorrow of the loss of her little 
Mongoloid daughter. She thinks of her as talking with God after 
^Review of A House is Not a Horae by Polly Adler, Saturday 
Review, XXXVI (June 27, 1953), là. 
Review of Why Johnny Can't Read by Rudolph Flesh, Library 
Journal, LXXX (March Ï5, 1955), 650. 
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her two year mission on earth.^ 
Life is Worth Living (1953) is a collection of 2k radio 
and television sermons by Bishop Fulton J. Sheen emphasizing the 
spiritual implications of everyday living. The sermons are on 
O 
divine themes. 
Gift From the Sea (1955) by Anne Lindbergh contains eight 
essays in which the author represents herself as sitting on the 
seashore, dreaming and philosophizing. Each shell she picks up 
turns her thoughts into a different channel about life and living. 
The Greatest Faith Ever Known (1953) by Fulton Oursler 
and April Armstrong is the story of the apostles who followed 
Christ.^ 
The Prayers of Peter Marshall (195U) compiled by Catherine 
Marshall contains the pastoral and senate prayers of -the Presby¬ 
terian minister.^ 
This I Believe: The Living Philosophies of One Hundred 
■*-Book Review Digest, 1953» eds. M. M. James and D. Brown 
(New ïork: ri. Vf. Wilson Co., 195U), 513. 
^Review of Life is Worth Living by Fulton J. Sheen, New 
York Times Book Review, October 25» 1953» p* U6. 
%eview of Gift From the Sea by Anne Lindbergh, New York 
Times Book Review, March 20, 1955» p. 1. 
Review of The Greatest Faith Ever Known by Fulton Oursler 
and April Armstrong, tfew York Times Book Review, October 25, 1953, 
p. 1*6. 
%eview of The Prayers of Peter Marshall by Catherine 
Marshall, New York Times Book Review, December 1951*, p. 22. 
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Thoughtful Men and Women in all Walks of Life (1952), edited by 
E. P. Morgan, mas taken from broadcasts of five-minute interviews 
conducted by Edward R. Murrow.^ 
This I Believe (195U), volume two, was edited by Raymond 
Swing. It is different from the first volume in that it includes 
the credo of 20 immortals from Socrates to Gandhi in addition to 
the beliefs of people from all walks of life. It was written for 
Edward R. Murrow.^ 
The Secret of Happiness (1955) by W. F. Graham contains 
expositions recommending the beatitudes as a source of personal 
happiness.3 
Self-Improvement 
Three works were assigned the subject "Self-Improvement” 
and their total sales figure was 1,873,1*11 copies which placed the 
subject in number one rank position. Peale's The Power of Positive 
Thinking alone, which was a best seller for four consecutive years, 
reached a total sale of 1,351*676 copies. The corresponding 
Readers' Guide to Periodical Literature entry, "Personality" was 
treated in 38 articles and ranked thirteenth. The discussion of 
the works treating the subject "Self-Improvement" follows: 
^Review of This I Believe edited by E. P. Morgan, Library 
Journal, LXXVII (November 15,“1952), 1999. 
2Book Review Digest, 195U, op. cit., p. 6US» 
■^Review of The Secret of Happiness by W. F. Graham, New 
York Times Book Review, December 11, 1955» p. 2l*. 
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Look Younger« Live Longer (1950) by Gaylord Hauser gives 
pointers about the "youthful you". Diets are recommended for 
healthy living and advice is given on how to groin old healthfully. 
In The Potter of Positive Thinking (1952) by Norman V. 
Peale, the author advises individuals to unlearn negative patterns 
of life. He recommends 10 rules to make people like you, and seven 
steps that mill release your creative mind.“ 
How to Live 365 Days a Year (1955) by J. A. Schindler is 
supposedly a guide to mental hygiene. Twelve principles are given 
to make life richer, including meeting the aging years.^ 
Sexual Behavior 
Sexual Behavior in the Human Female (1953) by A. C. Kinsey 
and others is a study of the sexual behavior of American women 
based upon information from interviews with 5»9UO women.^ The 
subject ranks seventh in non-fiction sales, and was treated in h2 
periodical articles which made it rank number 12 in periodical 
treatment. The subject was treated most frequently in periodicals 
during the year that the work of non-fiction on that subject was 
a best seller. Articles expressing views and comments were seeming¬ 
ly stimulated by the non-fiction best seller, and specific references 
•^Book Review Digest, 1950, op. cit., p. IjlU. 
^Review of The Power of Positive Thinking by N. V. Peale, 
New York Times Book Review, October 26, 1952, p.36. 
%eview of How to Live 365 Days a Year by J. A. Schindler, 
Library Journal, LXXX ^ilarch 1, 1955)» 559» 
^Review of Sexual Behavior in the Human Female by A. C. 
Kinsey and Others, Mew iorlc limes Book Review, September 13, 1953» 
p. 3. 
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were made to it. 
Sports 
The Tumult and the Shouting: % Life in Sports (195U) by 
Grantland Rice is the story of the author's career as a journalist 
who wrote sports columns.^ "Sports" ranked fourteenth in non¬ 
fiction sales and was sixteenth in periodical treatment appearing 
in 20 articles. 
This concludes the subjects treated in non-fiction best 
sellers and periodical articles from 1951 through 1955« A final 
summary and conclusions follow in Chapter III. 
^Review of The Tumult and the Shouting: % Life in Sports 
by Grantland Rice, New ¥ork times Ëbok Review7 November 2i, 1953, 
p. 18. 
CHAPTER III 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
In this study a comparison was made between the subjects 
treated in the best-selling works of non-fiction from 1951 
through 1955 and the treatment of these same subjects in perio¬ 
dical articles during the same period. Thirty-eight of the Ip. 
separate titles appearing on the Publishers* Weekly annual list 
of best sellers were included in the study. Subjects were 
assigned to each of the 38 works, and reviews referred to in 
the Book Review Digest were used in determining the subjects 
treated in 28 of the titles. Itoenty-two subjects were found to 
be treated in 38 works, which were compared with corresponding 
entries in the Readers* Guide to Periodical Literature. Each 
article appearing directly under the Readers* Guide to Periodical 
Literature topic concerned was tabulated according to year. The 
tabulation yielded a total of UU58 articles for the five-year 
period. 
As a probable indication of its popularity each subject 
was ranked numerically. The non-fiction subjects were ranked 
according to the sales records of the works of non-fiction in 
which the subject was treated. Sales figures were given in 
Publishers' Weekly for works appearing under 18 of the non-fiction 
subjects. No figures were given for works catagorized under the 
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subjects "Description and Travel-Africa", "Actresses", "Reading", 
and "Communism". Ihe comparable 18 subjects treated in periodi¬ 
cal articles were ranked numerically according to frequency of 
treatment. 
It was found that the topic "Eisenhower, Dwight D." 
received the most attention in periodical publications during 
the five-year period with a total of 1363 or 30.6 per cent of 
the articles and was first in numerical order. The same subject 
ranked sixteenth in the non-fiction tabulation. "Self-Improve¬ 
ment" was the highest ranking non-fiction subject. The corres¬ 
ponding subject treated in periodicals, "Personality", was 
thirteenth. "Religion and Philosophy" which ranked second in 
non-fiction subjects was eleventh in treatment in periodicals, 
appearing in 53 or one and two-thirds per cent of the articles. 
The comparative ranks of the remaining subjects also 
varied in numerical order with one exception. The non-fiction 
subject "Do-It-Yourself" was tenth in order and "Repairing", 
the comparable periodicals' topic, was also tenth with a total 
of 70 or 1.6 per cent of the 1U»58 articles. Close in correla¬ 
tion were the subjects "Cookery and Dieting" which was third in 
non-fiction rank and "Cookery" and "Diet" combined was second in 
periodical treatment with 715 or 16 per cent of the articles; 
"Politics and Government" was fourth of the non-fiction subjects 
and third in periodical subjects with 701 or 15.7 per cent of the 
articles; and "Expeditions" which ranked thirteenth in non-fiction 
subject order and fourteenth in periodical treatment with 30 or 
3U 
seven-tenths per cent of the articles* "Prostitution” was number 
17 in non-fiction order and number 15 in periodical subjects with 
29 or seven-tenths per cent of the articles. "Sports" was treated 
in 20 or five-tenths per cent of the periodical articles and 
ranked sixteenth} it was fourteenth in non-fiction order. Varying 
widely in correlation were the nine subjects "Caricatures and 
Cartoons", fourth in periodical treatment (299 articles or 6.7 
per cent) and twelfth in non-fiction as "Humor"} "Income tax", 
fifth in periodical treatment (198 articles or lui* per cent) and 
eleventh in non-fiction subjects} "Golf", sixteenth in periodical 
treatment (lUl articles or 3.2 per cent) and sixth in non-fiction 
subjects} "Gardening", seventh in periodical treatment (135 
articles or three per cent) and ninth in non-fiction subjects} 
"Alcoholism", eighth in periodical treatment (8l articles or 1.8 
per cent) and fifteenth in non-fiction subjects} "Clergy", ninth 
in periodical treatment (71 articles or 1.6 per cent) and sixth 
in non-fiction subjects} "Sex Behavior", twelfth in periodical 
treatment (U2 articles or nine-tenths per cent) and seventh in 
non-fiction subjects} "Ocean", thirteenth in periodical treatment 
(38 articles or eight-tenths per cent) and eighth in non-fiction 
subjects} and "Photographs", seventeenth in periodical treatment 
(16 articles or four-tenths per cent) and fifth in non-fiction 
subjects. The four subjects "Africa-Description and Travel", 
"Actors and Actresses", "Reading-Study and Teaching", and 
"Communism" which could not be ranked numerically were treated 
in 22 or five-tenths per cent, 9ii or 2.1 per cent, 79 or 1.8 per 
cent, and 223 or five per cent of the periodical articles, 
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respectively. 
The subjects "Sex Behavior", "Reading-Study and Teaching", 
and*ftfrica-Description and Travel", Here found to be treated most 
often during the year when the works of non-fiction treating those 
subjects were on the best seller lists. "Sex Behavior" was treated 
in 3k articles in 1953 the year Kinsey's Sexual Behavior in the 
Human Female was a best seller. "Reading-Study and Teaching" was 
treated most often in 1955 when Rudolph Flesch's Why Johnny Can't 
Read was most popular, and "Africa-Description and Travel" had 
its most frequent treatment in 1955 the year Inside Africa by 
John Gunther made the best seller list. Articles expressing views 
and comments were seemingly stimulated by the non-fiction best 
sellers and, in all three instances, specific references were made 
to the works named. Articles appearing under the remaining topics 
seemed unaffected by the popularity of non-fiction best sellers 
and fluctuated between a slight increase or decrease during the 
five years 1951 through 1955* 
Based upon these findings it can be concluded that the 
subjects treated most often in non-fiction best sellers from 1951 
through 1955 did not receive equal attention in periodicals in¬ 
dexed in the Readers' Guide to Periodical Literature. According 
to purchases the trend in reader interest in non-fiction subjects 
for this period appeared to be in works treating "Self-Improve¬ 
ment", "Religion and Philosophy", "Cookery and Dieting", and 
"Politics and Government". The apparent trend in interest in 
periodical articles was towards the President of the United 
States, Dwight D. Eisenhower, "Cookery" and "Diet" combined, and 
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"United States-Politics and Government" which were treated in 
over 700 articles each. Contrary to the interest shown in "Religion 
and Philosophy" according to non-fiction sales, both topics received 
little attention in periodical publications indexed in the Readers * 
Guide to Periodical Literature. 
From the correlation of subjects it could be assumed that 
the reading public did not show equal interest in the subjects 
treated in non-fiction best sellers when these subjects were 
treated in periodical articles. Taken from another point of view 
it could also be concluded that each of the two kinds of reading 
material serves a different type of reader need in r egard to the 
subjects treated in them. That is, readers read more about certain 
subjects when they appear in periodical articles than when the same 




SALES FIGURES OF NON-FICTION BEST SELLERS, 1951-55 
GIVEN IN PUBLISHERS * WEEKLY 
Copies sold of 1951 Best Sellers* 
Look lounger, Live Longer by Gaylord 
Hauser  286,735 
Betty Crockets Picture Cook Book  233,500 
Washington Confidential by Jack Lait and 
Lee Mortimer  227,131 
Better Homes and Gardens Garden Book ...... 221,213 
Better Homes and Gardens Handyman*s Book •• 206,989 
Your Income Tax 1952 by J. K. Lasser ...... 191*, 000 
The Sea Around Us by Rachel L. Carson  167,181 
Kon-Tiki by Thor Heyerdahl   ll*0,U6l 
Pogo by Walter Kelly  1U5» 731 
Copies sold of 1952 Best Sellers** 
A Man Called Peter by Catherine Marshall .. 205,000 
U. S. A. Confidential by Jack Lait and Lee 
Mortimer  163,961 
The Sea Around Us by Rachel L. Carson  105,795 
The ^oiwer of Positive Thinking by N. V, 
Peale 102,31*0 
This I Believe edited by E. P. Morgan ..... 98,500 
This is Ike edited by Wilson Hicks  90,000 
Witness by Whittaker Chambers   80,000 
Mr. President by Harry Truman   77,21*6 
Copies sold of 1953 Best Sellers*** 
The Power of Positive Thinking by N. V. 
Peale   31*0,000 
Sexual Behavior in the Human Female by A. 
C. Kinsey and Others   275»000 
Angel Unaware by Dale Rogers      257,176 
Life is Worth Living by Fulton Sheen ...... li*2,000 
A Man Called Peter by Catherine Marshall .. 130,000 
This I Believe edited by E. P. Morgan ..... 115,000 
The Greatest Faith Ever Known by Fulton 
Oursler and April Armstrong  96,000 
How to Play Your Best Golf by Tommy Armour 90,000 
A House is Not a Home by Polly Adler ...... 86,000 




CLXI (January 19, 1952), 212. 
CLXIII (January 21*, 1953) 281. 
CLXV (January 23, 1951*), 301. 
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Copies sold of 1951* Best Sellers* 
The Power of Positive Thinking by N. V. 
Peale  531,336 
Better Homes and Gardens New Cook Book 359,1*68 
Betty Crocker's Good and Easy Cook Book ..... 290,000 
The Tumult and the Shouting by Grantland Rice 133,698 
1 'll Cry Tomorrow by Lillian Roth 115,000 
The Prayers of Peter Marshall by Catherine 
Marshall  91,000 
This I Believe, v. 2, edited by Raymond Swing 89,867 
Copies sold of 1955 Best Sellers** 
Gift From the Sea by Anne Lindbergh  1*30,000 
The frower of Positive Thinking by N. V. Peale 378,000 
The Family of Man by Edward Steichen    361*,000 
A Man Called Peter by Catherine Marshall 
(&1.98 movie edition - no figures given) 
How to Live 365 Days a Year by J. A. 
Schindler  235,000 
Better Homes and Gardens Diet Book  130,021 
The Secret of Happiness by W. F. ùraham  115,697 
Year of Decisions by Harry Truman   7U,820 
^Publishers* Weekly, CLVII (January 22, 1955), p. 319* 
**Publishers1 Weekly, CLXIX (January 21, 1956), p. 213. 
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